
     

 
Port of Antwerp and the City of Antwerp kick off The Tall 
Ships Races 2022 
 

Focus on sustainability and connection 
 
10 May 2021 - From 22 to 25 July 2022, the City of Antwerp and Port of Antwerp will be 
welcoming the cathedrals of the sea during The Tall Ships Races 2022. This seventh 
edition, with a focus on sustainability and connection, was officially launched today. 
Youngsters between 15 and 25 years of age who want to experience this at first hand 
can apply for a traineeship. A total of 100 trainees are being recruited in Belgium. 10 
lucky youngsters will get the chance to come on board one of the ships this summer. 
 
Seventh edition with a focus on sustainability and connection 
 
It will be the seventh time that The Tall Ships Races call at Antwerp. The sailing regatta, 
organised by Sail Training International, attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors from 
inside and outside the city to admire the world's finest and largest sailing ships. The previous 
edition in 2016 attracted more than 500,000 visitors. In addition to the ships and the fringe 
entertainment, the focus this time is also on connection and sustainability. City and port are 
literally connected because, in addition to the Scheldt quays and the Eilandje, the Kattendijk 
Dock and the Zaha Hadidplein are also being given a prominent role. Ecopolis, a zone 
highlighting the innovative and sustainable developments from the City of Antwerp, Port of 
Antwerp and partners, will be set up in the middle of the event site. The emphasis on 
sustainability is continued in the choice of materials and mobility, and in the compensation of 
CO2 emissions by planting forests in Flanders. 
 
Traineeships 
 
Connecting is another key issue for the 3,500 trainees sailing along on the various ships 
during The Tall Ships Races from all over the world. The City of Antwerp and Port of Antwerp 
are also giving 100 youngsters between the age of 15 and 25 the chance to come along on 
board in 2022 on 2 routes: Harlingen – Antwerp and Antwerp – Aalborg. The trainees will be 
financially supported by sponsorships from companies and guided through a fund-raising 
process to finance part of their trip themselves. In addition, 10 youngsters will be given the 
opportunity through a competition on social media to come on board this summer as 
ambassadors of the city and port, and to participate in a unique sailing trip in Europe. All the 
information can be found on tallships.antwerpen.be/kom-jij-mee-op-gratis-zeiltrip. 
 
Koen Kennis, Alderman for tourism: “We are proud that this seventh edition of The Tall Ships 
Races will once again be calling at Antwerp. After all, we have a great track record regarding 
the organisation and our hospitality, public attendance, as well as the participating ships in 
particular. The ships' enthusiasm for visiting our beautiful port city in 2022 is great. The view 
from the revamped Scheldt Quays will be incredible and will be moving for the hundreds of 
thousands of visitors. This will put Antwerp on the map, locally and nationally but also 
internationally. It will also have a big impact on Antwerp's tourism, hotels, catering industry 
and so on.” 
 
 



Annick De Ridder, Port Alderman: “The arrival of The Tall Ships Races illustrates the atypical 
link between traditional shipping and an innovative world port. Young and old will discover 
that it is precisely this tradition and nautical knowledge which is constantly shaping the port 
of the future. Port of Antwerp is therefore pulling out all the stops for this world-class event.” 
 
Michel Van Aerde, Managing Director at Balthazar Events: “To make this edition even more 
spectacular and to offer a unique experience, we are looking to the business world. This 
means we are looking for partners and additional resources. We are offering various 
opportunities for participation and all our partner formulas have a strong focus on corporate 
social responsibility. From the small SME to the large advertiser, we are offering some very 
interesting partner opportunities for each of them.” 


